Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.142; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.0.
The title compound, C 16 H 21 BO 6 , has has approximate C 2 symmetry, but no crystallographically imposed molecular symmetry. In the crystal, molecules are packed into parallel columns along the a axis. Short intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts stabilize the crystal packing.
Related literature
For the synthesis of organoboronic esters, see: Kikuchi et al. (2008) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Coventry et al. (2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The two meta-position methoxycarbonyl are almost co-planar with the benzene ring. The C-B bond is 1.556 (2) Å.
Because the borolane ring adopts a somewhat twist conformation and C2, C9 atoms displace to opposite sides of the BO 2 plane, the title molecule has no crystallographic symmetry.
The molecules pack into columns along the a-axis uniformly and exhibit paralled patterns. Besides, there are some short intermolecular O···H (for example, O3···H8a, O4···H16c distances are 2.636 Å, 2.530 Å, respectively). We believe that these short intermolecular contacts are helpful for stabilization of the molecular packing in crystals.
The title compound was synthesized via Ir-catalyzed borylation (Coventry et al., 2005) of diethyl isophthalate. Catalyst precursor [Ir(COD)]Cl] 2 (60 mg) and ligand dtbpy (4,4'-di-tert-bultyl-2,2'-dipyridyl) (120 mg) with a small amount of B 2 pin 2 (pin=O 2 C 2 Me 4 ) ((160 mg) were loaded in a Schlenk tube and dissolved in 2 ml THF under argon. The mixture was stirred vigorously till the bluish violet solution turned to amaranthine. Then diethyl isophthalate (1.94 g, 10.0 mmol) and B 2 pin 2 (2.54 g, 10.0 mmol) in 15 ml THF was added into this tube. The mixture was heated in oil bath at 80°C for 24 h. After cooling to room temperature, the mixture then went through a short silica pad to remove the residual Ir catalyst and the final compound was purified by column chromatography using dichloromethane, giving 2.56 g (80% yield) white crystalline product. Crystals were grown by slow evaporation of a hexane solution.
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement elliposoid is drawn at 50% probability level.
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